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MRIGLOBAL ADDS RECOGNIZED EXPERT IN
BIOSURVEILLANCE AND DIAGNOSTICS

Formerly with the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Eric Van Gieson, Ph.D.,
Joins MRIGIlobal as Senior Director of Biosurveillance Programs

Kansas City, Mo. — MRIGlobal today announced that Eric Van Gieson, Ph.D., has joined
the organization as Senior Director of Biosurveillance Programs.

Dr. Van Gieson comes to MRIGIlobal after serving as the Chief of the Diagnostics,
Disease Surveillance, and Threat Detection Division within the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA).

In the DTRA role, he worked across industry and government agencies to foster the
linkage of home-use and point-of-care diagnostics with health surveillance capabilities,
especially in resource-limited environments. In addition, he started a number of robotics
and field-automation initiatives that relied upon autonomous vehicles to enable sensitive
site analysis and sample collection.

Prior to serving in DTRA, he worked as a program manager for military diagnostics
within the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory.

“Eric brings state-of-the-art technology expertise and leadership to our Biosurveillance
and Molecular Diagnostics Divisions, which will help MRIGlobal to further expand
domestic and international biosurveillance programs,” said Kay Van der Horst, Vice
President of National Security and Defense Programs. “Eric will help us drive
technology innovation in the areas of advanced biosurveillance, sensors, and
phenomenology to support emerging surveillance requirements in public health and
force protection.”

Dr. Van Gieson has a Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering and a B.S. in Chemical
Engineering from the University of Virginia. He has worked in industry and government
settings and has publications on topics ranging from genomic analysis to unmanned
systems autonomy. He led several technology survey efforts for the Department of
Defense in diagnostics and has supported several major diagnostics acquisition and



science and technology programs. Most recently, Dr. Van Gieson served as a reviewer
on the Nokia Sensing XChallenge on behalf of the XPrize Foundation.

About MRIGlobal

MRIGIlobal, a not-for-profit research and development organization, delivers solutions in
global health, national security and defense, and energy and the environment. The
organization performs scientific research, advanced engineering, and program integration and
management for clients in government, industry, and academia. Established in 1944 as
Midwest Research Institute, MRIGlobal is based in Kansas City, Mo., operates in nine states
and Washington, D.C. MRIGIlobal employs more than 500 and manages 2,600-plus workers
through management and operations programs with government clients.

MRIGlobal is one of two partners in the Alliance for Sustainable Energy LLC, which manages
and operates the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) in Golden, Colo., for the
U.S. Department of Energy.

For more information, visit www.mriglobal.org.
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